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COMMONWEALTH GAMES — GLASGOW 2014 
Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [9.05 am]: This morning I was 
fortunate to represent the state government at a function at the Perth Bell Tower to welcome runners carrying the 
Queen’s baton on its symbolic journey through Commonwealth countries as part of the Queen’s Baton Relay. In 
the past, Western Australia has produced strong contingents of athletes for Australian Olympic and 
Commonwealth Games teams, and these athletes have an outstanding record of bringing back medals. Western 
Australia sent about 40 athletes to the Delhi Commonwealth Games in 2010—the majority supported by the 
Western Australian Institute of Sport—and I expect this number will be maintained, and hopefully exceeded, by 
the Glasgow team. I am sure all members share a sense of excitement and anticipation as our athletes prepare for 
the Glasgow Commonwealth Games. The Commonwealth Games are a significant international event that 
provides homegrown athletes with a wonderful opportunity to gauge their competitive levels two years out from 
the Olympic Games. We have seen some outstanding results by local athletes on the world stage in the last 12 
months, and I am confident that in Glasgow we have a lot to look forward to from the performances of local 
Western Australians.  

The cost of preparing and sending Australian athletes to the Commonwealth Games is more than $14 million, 
with funds raised largely through contributions by the Australian corporate sector and government. I was 
pleased, on behalf of the Western Australian state government, to kickstart the fundraising efforts of the WA 
division of the Australian Commonwealth Games Association with a contribution of $60 000, which will go 
some way towards meeting its target of $150 000. As discussed in the house yesterday, current and future 
sporting stars also stand to benefit from the state government’s $33.7 million commitment to a new WAIS high-
performance service centre in Mt Claremont. While scheduled for completion after the Glasgow Commonwealth 
Games, this facility will provide WA athletes with access to unrivalled training facilities and the latest 
technology in sports science and recovery.  

I take this opportunity to acknowledge the tireless efforts of J. Barrey Williams, the chair of the Commonwealth 
Games Team WA Appeal Committee, and Gratton Wilson, the president of the WA division of the Australian 
Commonwealth Games Association. Their tireless work and the efforts of the staff and volunteers who support 
them ensure that our elite athletes can focus on what is most important—representing their state, their country 
and their families, and striving for success on the world stage. 
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